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OBITUARY 

Arthur Maitland Emmet 1908-2001 

The death ol Maitland Emmet aged 92 on 3 March 2001 lakes from us one of the 
greatest microlepidopterists of the 20th eentury. 

Maitland Emmet joined the Soeiety (then the 'South London’) in 1965, was elected 
President in 1972 and was made an Honorary member in the late 1970s. For most of 
the 1970s and 1980s he was a regular attender at indoor meetings and a glance 
though our proceedings will show what significant contributions he made. He also 
led field meetings, particularly the post-Exhibition meeting which eoneentrated on 
leaf-mining Lepidoptera. As Editor of both editions of The Field Guide to the smaller 
British Lepidoptera he made a great contribution to the life of the Soeiety as well as 
to the study of Mierolepidoptera, not only in Britain but across northern Europe. 
Although his Neptieulidae collection, his herbarium and examples of a few selected 
Mierolepidoptera have been given to the Natural History Museum, the bulk of his 
collection has been bequeathed to this soeiety. This will make valuable additions to 
the Mierolepidoptera and there are also Indian butterflies. 

He was eleeted an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Entomological Society in 1984; 
he was also an honorary member of the Amateur Entomologists’ Soeiety (AES), of 
whieh he had been President, and he was a fellow of the Linnean Society. He was an 
aetive member of the Essex Field Club and belonged to its Moth Group. In 1981 he 
was awarded the Stamford Raffles Medal by the Zoological Soeiety of London for 
his contribution as an amateur to Natural History. Butterfly Conservation made him 
the first recipient of their Marsh lifetime achievement award. 

Other obituaries, especially in the national press, have given aeeounts of his early 
life; here we.shall eoneentrate on his contribution to entomology. Whilst he began 
with an interest in butterflies, and collected these in India, his main interest in the last 

50 years has been the Mierolepidop¬ 
tera, and especially the leaf miners 
among them. 

He added to the British list on his 
own the following speeies: Ectoedemia 
spinosel/a (Joannis), Stigmella carpi- 
nella (Heinemann). S. paradoxa 
(Frey), Ca/opti/ia rnfipennella (Hub- 
ner), Phyl/onorycter platani (Staudin- 
ger), Coleophora adjeetella Herrieh- 
Schaffer and Sorhagenia rhamniella (- 
Zeller). With Sydney Searsdale Brown 
he added Stigmella erythrogene/la 
(Joannis), and with Raymond Uffen 
he added Coleophora Jnscieornis Zel¬ 
ler. He reinstated to our list Stigmella 
ii/mariae (Woeke). 

No less a task was the sorting out 
of various speeies-complcxcs. notably 
the Stigmella r nJi eapi fella group: 5". 
rohore/la (Johansson), S. atricapite/la 
(Plaworth), S. svenssoni (Johansson) 
Maitland Emmet: Animal Exhibition 1999. and S. samiatella (Zeller); also Ect- 

photo: Richard Jones oedemia heringi (Toll) and E. 
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snbbitnaculella (Haworth). He documented a number of species which had been 
discovered by others; these include Siigmella zelleriella (Snellen), Bohemcmma 
anriciliella (Joannis), Cciloptilia robnstella Jackh, Phyllonorycter leucographella 
(Zeller) and Argyresthia trifcisciata Staudinger. 

Many unknown life histories were discovered by him; sometimes these were the 
subject of articles, at other times the information was quietly inserted into the Field 
Guide or The Mollis and Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland. In the field Emmet 
was a tireless worker with great observational skills. He began by learning from Stan 
Wakely but soon went on to specialise in the Nepticulidae to which most people had 
paid scant attention; he applied himself to learning to distinguish the mines, and the 
larvae within them; he bred the great majority of species and always recorded and 
published his observations. When there was a group which presented a problem he 
would use great application to resolve it by his own observations and by use of the 
literature; he became well known in the libraries of the Natural History Museum and 
Cambridge University. Whilst he would seek the opinion of others on differences in 
genitalia, he never made slide preparations himself. A scries of papers on this group 
culminated in his contribution to Volume 1 of The Moths and Butterflies of Great 
Britain and Ireland. He soon applied himself to other leaf-mining species so that he 
made a significant contribution to the chapter on Gracillariidae in Volume 2 of the 
same series. He became very adept at recording larval mines and he used this 
especially in mapping the distribution of Microlepidoptera in Essex, spending many 
days touring the county with his wife. The smaller moths of Essex was published in 
1981. Until this time he had scorned entomologists who relied on moth traps for their 
captures, urging them instead to go out into the field by day, but in 1983 his sister 
gave him a moth trap and he took a greater interest in macrolepidoptera. He would 
arrange to plug in the moth trap in an under-recorded part of the county and so built 
up data which enabled him and the late Geoff Pyman to publish The larger moths and 
butterflies of Essex in 1985. 

He had already become familiar with the Coleophoridae and their cases and, when 
Volume 3 of MBGBI was being prepared, he determined to describe not only the 
cases and how they were constructed, but also the larvae within them. This was an 
amazing feat, much of which he achieved by his own efforts. As the years progressed 
he became less fit for field work, especially after the death of his wife Katie, but he 
still made accurate lists of everything which came to his garden trap, getting up at the 
crack of dawn to be before the birds. His garden list amounted to an impressive 
984 species. 

As a writer and editor Maitland Emmet brought together his classical training 
with his understanding of the scientific method. Having been both schoolmaster and 
examiner he had no problem in detecting and correcting the errors of others, and at 
times his red pen was wielded with great zeal. A review he wrote for the AES Bulletin 
began “On no account buy this book.”! He was quick to spot errors and omissions 
and would not hesitate to say so, but at the same time he would give praise where it 
was due, and would always be keen to encourage one in whom he saw promise. This 
made him an invaluable editor for Harley Books and when John Heath died he soon 
became the senior editor of The Moths and Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland. 
Besides his taxonomic work he researched and wrote chapters on the English names 
of Butterflies, and the table of life histories in Volume 7 part 2 was produced largely 
on his own and was a huge piece of work. It was Basil Harley also who published The 
scientific names of the British Lepicloptera, their history and meaning , which is a classic 
by any standard and well worth dipping into. The best tribute we can pay is to list his 
work in the bibliography at the end of this obituary. 
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As a person and colleague Maitland’s company was always to be valued. Besides 
his boundless energy and powers of observation there was always his courtesy and 
humour. He married Katie only in 1972 but she accompanied him on nearly all his 
entomological sorties, adding her own captures and observations. Their hospitality 
was warm, and the sherry flowed freely in the evenings. His sense of humour was 
very broad as shown in a paper which he wrote, but felt was not fit for publication; 
he would say that it needed to be read aloud to be appreciated. We inelude it here 
si nee it has given amusement to several of his friends: 


What’S IN a name? 

On the subject of the scientific names of Lepidoptera, A.A. Allen (1982) writes, 
“Much of their eharm resides in the host of subtle associations they eonjure up, 
their flights of faney. their imagery, quaint eapriees and eoneepts.” 

The following story is told entirely in the names of Lepidoptera as given by Kloet 
& Hineks (1972), and those of their authors, abbreviated where appropriate. The 
theme ot the story is ineorreet combination and this is refleeted in the nomenclature. 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

It’s the rieh what gets the pleasure, 

It’s the poor what gets the blame. 

It’s the same the whole world over, 

Isn’t it a blooming shame! 


Itnpura, dissoluta adonis (Rieh.) cautella , immaculatella, virginiensis. “ Hylas /” 
“ Imella". Arte lecheana hutnerella, coufusellci: “Mi nisella , decentella, ndea 
splenelieleUa". Saucia, Elacltista herntannella, oo, ci/ie/Ia. Snbsequana Frolieh costella 
diet. 

Nudaria prostratella (Bed.). Impiidens Mann lixella (Tutt). Degenerate! Coverd. 
moelestella. Granclipennis elongatet, erect ana verticalis, incerta abdoininalis ; pierce/let 
(Forst.); servella (Fuehs); pluivbella , upupana, rcunel/a (Cram.) contiiniella Bjerk., 
faginella (Fab.); conies. Augcisma saturatella. Genitalana Sehrank psi. “Myella , io 
tenerella” (Pey.). Inconstans desertella (Ratz.). Hadena simile Ha, rapae Sod. Adaina, 
Cynthia ausonia. 

Seejella bigel la, rot nuclei la, distentella Pod. Pima suspect a cpiaestionel/a: ”Noelosella 
or pilellciT' “ Gnonta ”, sedella. “ UuiteUa ". “Ino angelicella ”, wai/ese/la. Desperatella 
Prays. Par fumatella Knaggs. “Benci bacliella, ignobilellci, vilella, horride/la, pntridella, 
cinerella Haw.”. Dispar barrisella , cane/la, lambclella. Alienate!, castigate/, abject a 
fngitivella. Gemina Hateh. Pineda (Constant). Neglecta, solitariella, pallidella, 
siccella. Luzella (Ob.) Funerelia. Terminella. 


References: 

Allen, A.A., 1982. What’s in a name? Entomologist's Record and Journal of Variation. 94: 4 5. 
Kloet, G.S. & Hineks, W.D., 1972. A check list of British insects. Second edition (Revised). 
Part 2: Lepidoptera, viii, 153pp. London. 
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A. M. Emmet bibliography 

1948 More butterflies of the Arakan coast. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 48(1): 
62 74. 

Second Supplement to the list of macro-lepidoptera of the Oxford district. Proceedings of the 
Asliitioleaii Natural History Society 1941 —47. 

1951 On common wing patterns in otherwise divergent tropical butterflies. Bulletin of the 
Amateur Entomologists’ Society 10 : 17-18. 

1954 Nonagria algae Esper ( catinae Ochs.) (Lep. Caradrinidae) in Ireland. Entomologist 87: 31. 

1965 Communal roosting habits. Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists' Society 24: 41. 

1966 Dispersal as a possible check on parasilisation. Entomologist's Record and Journal of 
Variation 78: 180. 

Collecting notes August 1966. Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists’ Society 25: 78-81. 

Collecting notes November 1966. Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists' Society 25: 112-114. 

1967 Records of lepidoptera in Somerset. Entomologist 's Record and Journal of Variation 79: 
104 112. 

Further notes on communal roosting habits. Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists’ Society 
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Collecting notes May 1967. Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists’ Society 26: 34-36. 

Collecting notes August 1967. Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists’ Society 26: 74 76. 

Collecting notes November 1967. Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists’ Society 26: 105 107. 

1968 Cosmopteryx druryeUa Zell, at Wicken Fen (Lep., Cosmopterygidae). Entomologist’s 
Record and Journal of Variation 80: 227-228. 

The larval habits of Pseudococcyx posticana Zelt. (Lep. Tortricina). Entomologist's Record 
and Journal of Variation 80: 235-236. 

Lepidoptera in West Galway. Entomologist's Gazette 19: 45-58. 

Collecting notes February 1968. Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists’ Society 27: 1-4. 
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1969 Discovery of the larva of Sorhagenia rliamniella Zeller. Entomologist's Record and Journal 
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Discovery of the larva of Ancylis paludana Barrett. Entomologist's Record and Journal of 
Variation 81: 21 22. 

Choristonenra diversana Hiibn. in Somerset. Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 
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Teichohiafilicivora Meyrick feeding in hartstongue fern. Entomologist's Record and Journal of 
Variation 81: 148. 
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Field meeting report: Spring collecting at Portland. Proceedings and Transactions of the 
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Collecting notes May 1969. Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists’ Society 28: 37—40. 
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1970 The discovery of the larva of Coleophora tamesis Waters (Lep. Coleophoridae). 
Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 82: 1-2. 

Stigmella (Nepticula) paradoxa Frey (nitideUa Heinemann) (Lep. Nepliculidae)—a species 
new to Britain. Entomologist's Record and Journal of Variation 82: 3-5. 
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Credit where credit is due. Entomologist's Record and Journal of Variation 82: 92. 
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Stigmella (Nepticnla) itlmariae Wocke (Lep. Nepticulidae) re-established as a British species. 
Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 82: 161 165. 
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Sinni lalifohuni L. as a foodplanl of Depressaria nlthnella Stt. Entomologist’s Record and 
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Entomologist’s Gazette 22: 63-64. 
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77-80, 176-180, 278 -283. 86: 75-80, 103-108, 147-153. 
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“Unpronounceable awful names.” Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists' Society 32: 121 123. 
Collecting notes—August [sic] 1973. Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists’ Society 32: 147 148. 

1974 An unusual instance of xenophagy. Entomologist's Record and Journal of Variation 86: 134. 
The male genitalia of the British Sligmellidae illustrated by B.P. Beirne. Entomologist’s 

Gazette 25: 217. 

Ectoedcmia bradfordi sp. nov. (Lep., Nepliculidae), a hitherto undescribed species occurring 
in Kent. Entomologist’s Gazette 25: 269-273. 

Ectoedcmia subapice/la (Slainlon, 1886) (Lep., Nepliculidae) a synonym of Ectoedcmia 
cdbifusciella (Heinemann, 1871). Entomologist’s Gazette 25: 274-276. 

Etaiuia spheudamui Bering—a correction. Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 86: 
121 . 

Ncpticula aeuecla (sic) Heineman as distinct from N. oxyacautliella Slainton. Entomologist’s 
Record and Journal of Variation 86: 122-123. 

Ectoedcmia (Dechtiria) ervthrogeuella (de Joannis, 1907) (Lep.: Nepliculidae). Entomologist’s 
Record and Journal of Variation 86: 129 130. 

The early stages of Lampronia praelatella (Denis & Schiffermiiller, 1775) (Lepidoplera: 

Incurvariidac). Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 86: 180 182. 

Phyllouorycter muellerieda Zeller (amyotella Duponchel) (Lep.: Gracillariidae) in Britain. 

Entomologist's Record and Journal of Variation 86: 206-208. 

Cyclophorct linearis (sic) Hiibner—an unusual foodplanl. Proceedings and Transactions of the 
British Entomological and Natural History Society 7: 46. 

Book Review: Cochylidae and Torlricidae: Tortricinae by J.D. Bradley, W.G. Tremewan & 
A. Smith with additional colour illustrations by Brian Hargreaves. Proceedings and 
Transactions of the British Entomological and Natural History Society 7: 65-66. 

Field meeting report: Botany Bay Wood. Dunsfold, Surrey, 4th November 1973. Proceedings 
and Transactions of the British Entomological and Natural History Society 7: 67. 

Collecting notes-—February 1974. Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists’ Society 33: 14. 
Collecting notes- May 1974. Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists’ Society 33: 37 40. 
Collecting notes- the smaller moths. Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists' Society 33: 
134-136. 

1975 Notes on two species of microlepidoplera recently added to the British list. Entomologist's 
Record and Journal of Variation 87: 59 60. 

Notes on the oak-feeding species of Phyllouorycter Hiibner (Lep.: Gracillariidae). 

Entomologist ’s Record and Journal of Variation 87: 240-245. 

Trifurcula grisee/fa Wolff, 1957 (Lep., Nepliculidae), a species previously unrecorded in 
England. Entomologist's Gazette 26: 39 M3. 
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[ & R.W.J. Uffen] Coleophora fnscicornis Zeller, 1847 (Lepidoptcra: Colcophoridae), a 

species new to Britain, with an account of its life cycle. Entomologist's Record and Journal 
of Variation 87: 259-266. 

Field meeting report: Benlleet, Essex, 3rd November 1974. Proceedings and Transactions of 
the British Entomological and Natural History Society 8: 24. 

A preliminary list of the Nepticulidae of Ireland. Proceedings and Transactions of the British 
Entomological and Natural History Society 8: 31 -38. 

An early capture of Ectoedemia tnrhidella Zeller in Britain. Proceedings and Transactions of 
the British Entomological and Natural History Society 8: 86. 

Collecting notes—May 1975. Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists' Society 34: 46 49. 

Collecting notes August 1974 [sic]. Bulletin of the Amateur Entomologists’ Society 34: 93-96. 

1976 rischeriidae and Heliozelidac in Heath, J. (Ed.) The Moths and Butterflies of Great Britain 
and Ireland . I, Micropterigidae—Heliozelidac. Blackwell & Curwen, London, pp. 272- 276. 
300-308. 

Two species of microlepidoptera reared from unusual foodplants. Entomologist’s Record and 
Journal of Variation 88: 79-80. 

Ectoedemia orgyropeza (Zeller) (Lep., Nepticulidae): an apparently parthenogenetic species. 
Entomologist's Gazette 27: 106. 

Pammene htedersiana Sorhagen: a second record from Scotland. Entomologist's Record and 
Journal of Variation 88: 88. 

Stigme/la anritella (Skala) (Lep.: Nepticulidae): a species new to Britain. Entomologist's 
Record and Journal of Variation 88: 105-109. 

The vollinism of PhyUonorycter rohoris (Zeller) and P. cavella (Zeller). Entomologist’s Record 
and Journal of Variation 88: 158-160. 

Records of Cliloroclvstis ehloerata (Mabille). Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 
88: 160. 

Green islands of the Nepticulidae. Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 88: 
207-208. 

[ & J.M. Chalmers-Hunt] In Mcmoriam Stanley Howard Wakely. Entomologist's Record and 
Journal of Variation 88: 209-210. 

The early stages of two species of Yponomeutidae. Entomologist’s Record and Journal of 
Variation 88: 218-219. 

New records of leaf-mining lepidoptera from the Isle of Wight. Entomologist’s Record and 
Journal of Variation 88: 272. 

Book Review: A dictionary of entomology by A.W. Leftwich. Bulletin of the Amateur 
Entomologists' Society 35: 57 61. 

Phyllocnistis xenia Hering—its foodplant and life history. Entomologist’s Record and Journal 
of Variation 88: 306. 

The status in Britain of Stigme/la samiatella (Zeller, 1839) and S’, svenssoni (Johansson, 1971) 
(Lep., Nepticulidae). Entomologist's Record and Journal of Variation 88: 315-318. 

Cosmopterix ziegleriella (Hiibner) (eximia Haworth) (Lep., Momphidae) in Essex. 
Entomologist's Record and Journal of Variation 88: 323. 

Field meeting report: Wickcn Fen, Cambridgeshire 2nd November 1975. Proceedings and 
Transactions of the British Entomological and Natural History Society 9: 61. 

1977 Stigme/la carpinella (Heinemann, 1862) (Lep.: Nepticulidae): a species new to Britain. 
Entomologist's Record and Journal of Variation 89: 64 66. 

The influence of the hot summer of 1976 on leaf-mining lepidoptera. Entomologist's Record 
and Journal of Variation 89: 123 124. 

Stigme/la repentieUa (Wolff, 1955) (Lep.: Nepticulidae): a species new to Britain. 
Entomologist's Record and Jounud of' Variation 89: 178 182. 

The status in Britain of Stigme/la speciosa (Frey) and S. aceris (Frey) (Lep., Nepticulidae). 
Entomologist's Record and Journal of \ a riot ion 89: 244 247. 

[—& P.J. Johnson] Etainia serieopeza (Zeller, 1839) [Lep.: Nepticulidae] confirmed as a 
British species. Entomologist's Record and Journal of Variation 89: 257 264. 

Field meeting report: Botany Bay Wood, Dunsfold, Surrey. 31 si October 1976. Proceedings 
and Transactions of the British Entomological and Natural History Society 10: 120. 
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1978 Stigmella liliue (Frey) in Essex. Entomologist's Record and Journal of Variation 90: 220. 
The larval feeding of Epinotia nanana (Treitschke) (Lepidoptera: Tortricidae). Entomologist’s 

Gazette 29: 290. 

An unusual pupation site. Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 90: 244. 

Eucosma pauperana (Duponchel, 1843) (Lep.: Tortricidae) recorded in Britain after nearly 
fifty years. Entomologist's Record and Journal of Variation 90: 245 246. 

Cvdia leguminana [L. & Z.\ in Epping Forest. Entomologist’s Record anil Journal of Variation 
90: 305. 
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1979 A field guide to the smaller British Lepidoptera. BE&NHS. London, 270 pp. Ed. 
Nepticulidae, Tischeriidae, Heliozelidae, Psychidae, Ochsenheimeriidae, Lyonetiidae, 

Gracillariinae, Phyllocnistidae, Epermeniidae, Schreckensteiniidae, Elachistidae, Oeeo- 
phoridae, Blastobasidae, Stathmopodidae, Momphidae, Alucitidae and Pterophoridae in 
the above book. 

[J.Heath & -] Eds. The Moths and Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland 9, Sphingidae 
Noctuidae: Noctuinae & Hadeninae. Curwen, London, 288 pp. 

The history and status in Britain of Cosmiotes consortella (Stainton. 1851) (e.xiguella Frey. 

1885) (Lep.: Elachistidae). Entomologist's Record and Journal of Variation 91: 13 15. 
Ectoedeuiia quinqueUa (Bedell) in Greater London. Entomologist's Record and Journal of 
Variation 91: 56. 

Microlepidoptera in Scotland, 1978. Entomologist's Record and Journal of Variation 91: 92 
96, 122-125. 

Coleophora machiuella Bradley in Sussex. Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 91: 
137. 

The voltinism of Phyllonorycter rohoris (Zeller). Entomologist's Record and Journal of 
Variation 91: 174. 

Field meeting report: Epping Forest, Essex 29th October 1978. Proceedings and Transactions 
of the British Entomological and Natural History Society 12: 137. 

1980 Almost anywhere ... rather than Essex. Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 92: 
27-28. 
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Book Review: The moths and butterflies of Northumberland and Durham, Part 2. 
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